Douglas Alexander

The Minister of State for Trade

Investment and Foreign Affairs at the Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SW1A 2AH.

Date: 

Dear Minister,

As a consumer, I am concerned about the increasing flood of cat and dog fur and skin items from Asia coming into in the UK and Europe and I am asking you to introduce a ban on these products without delay. There is wide support for this ban across Europe and it is time for some action to be taken in the UK as well.

It is estimated that over two million cats and dogs are raised under appalling conditions in Asia and then cruelly slaughtered for their furs and skins to supply the EU Market. These products then enter Europe unlabelled or with false labelling, and consumers, as well as small merchants are often duped into believing they are buying or selling faux fur. This is why the introduction of strict labelling would have little effect as it is unlikely to represent a strong enough deterrent for the traders and manufacturers of these items. Moreover, these items have also been proved to be toxic as they often contain high level of chromium due to the tanning process.

I urge you, in your capacity as Minister for Trade, to introduce a UK wide ban on the import, export, trade and production of these items. It is important that you make this a priority issue in order to underline to the British public that the UK Government will not allow this fraudulent, cruel and toxic trade to continue in our country. Unilateral bans have already being introduced in France, Italy, Belgium, Denmark and Greece. Moreover, Australia and the US have put in place unilateral bans against this illegal trade. I also urge you to fight for an EU wide ban on this trade at the next Council of Ministers meeting.

I trust that you will use your powers to end this abhorrent practice.

Best wishes,

